


Word of welcome
It is an honour for me to wel-
come you all to the fourth 
edition of the National Con-
ference Biology Students at 
the beautiful Safari Centre in 
Burger’s Zoo. Today will be all 
about exploring, discovering 
and inspiring.

We, as young biologists, car-
ry the burden of combatting 
the great issues of climate 
changes, pollution and waste 
production. We, as young bi-
ologists, need to show our 
commitment towards a more 
sustainable future. There-
fore, the NCBS crew took cer-
tain sustainability measures. For example, we decided 
to digitalise our program booklet. That is why you 
are reading this on your screen. Furthermore, to-
night’s diner will be full vegetarian and above all, 
you will be inspired by biologist, artist and activist 
Merijn Tinga during the keynote lecture.

On behalf of the LOBS and NCBS organisation, en-
joy the zoo, enjoy the conference and enjoy today. 
Good luck to all presenters today. Explore, discover 
and inspire!

Roel Wouters,
Chairman LOBS



Day Schedule
NCBS 2018

NB. Burger’s Zoo opens at 10.00 am
NB. Bus 3 to Arnhem Station departs at 21.04 and 21.34

When? What? Where?

10.00 Burger’s Zoo opens Zoo
15.00 Entrance NCBS 2018 Foyer
15.30 Introduction Auditorium

15.45 Jasper van Schelt (UU) Auditorium
16.05 Suzanne Jansen (RUG) Auditorium
16.25 Mariam Baghdady

(RU/Swiss Federal Institute of 

Technology Zurich)

Auditorium

16.45 Break Foyer

17.15 Jos Smits

(RU/Copenhagen University)

Auditorium

17.35 Daan Kinsbergen

(UvA/Free Nature)

Auditorium

17.55 Luke Broeders

(RU/Max Planck Institute)

Auditorium

18.15 Keynote speaker: Merijn Tinga Auditorium

18.45 Diner Safari

Restaurant

20.00 “Bionieuws Columnestafette”

ceremony

Auditorium

20.20 Award ceremony Auditorium
20.50 Conclusion Auditorium



Presenters
Bachelors:

Jasper van Schelt (University of Utrecht)
Hitching a ride: roles for the dynein adaptor pro-
tein Vip during neocortical development.

Suzanne Jansen (University of Groningen)
Mechanisms of antibiotic action and of antibiotic 
resistance in Bacillus sp.

Mariam Baghdady (Radboud University 
Nijmegen) 
Identifying regulators of collagen expression dur-
ing aging by RNA interference screening using Cae-
norhabditis elegans.

Masters:

Jos Smits (Radboud University Nijmegen, 
Copenhagen University)
Proteomics of Notch1 signaling in T-cell acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia (T-ALL).

Daan Kinsbergen (University of Amsterdam, 
Free Nature)
The Eurasian wild ass: Taxonomy, ecology, and its 
future.

Luke Broeders (Radboud University Nijmegen, Max 
Planck Institute for Plant Breeding Research) 
Soil pH as an edaphic factor in microbial root com-
munity establishment.



Jury
Drs. Tycho Malmberg
Project manager communication and ed-
ucation of the Dutch Institute Biology 
(NIBI)

During Tycho’s biology master at Utre-
cht University he studied the foraging 
behaviour of stingless tropical bees in 
Costa Rica and population ecological 
and evolutionary biology with parasi-
toid wasps at Leiden University. At the moment he is 
the project manager communication and education 
of the Dutch Institute Biology (NIBI). His main goal 
is to inspire primary school teachers to get start-
ed with Nature, Science & Technology and to embed 
this in the curriculum of primary schools. The best 
thing in his eyes, is to amaze children and adults 
and amaze about the biology around them.

Dr. Laurens van Meeteren
Assistant professor cell biology at Utre-
cht University

As assistant professor cell biology he is 
course coordinator of not less than five 
courses on molecular biology, cell biol-
ogy and metabolism. During his lectures 
he enjoys transferring knowledge and 
enthusiasm to students about cell biol-
ogy and scientific research. His personal goal is to 
stimulate students to reach and develop their full 
ambitions. He hopes to achieve this by using innova-
tive educational methods in his courses and by in-
corporating exciting results from recent scientific 
work in the cell biology field.



Jury
Prof.Dr.Ir. Jan Kammenga
Professor at the department of plant 
sciences at Wageningen University & Re-
search

Jan is a professor in the  L a b o r a t o -
ry of Nematology at the department of 
plant sciences at Wageningen Universi-
ty & Research. In this lab they study the 
genetic architecture of ageing, lifespan 
and the Wnt-pathway in the Nematode 
Caenorhabditis elegans. They try to identify candi-
date genes underlying complex traits by performing 
mutation analysis and genome editing in combina-
tion with natural genetic variation in natural pop-
ulations. Professor Kammenga has an strong  h-in-
dex of 29 and his publications are cited 30,8 times 
on average.



Keynote speaker:
Plastic Soup Surfer

Merijn Tinga is a biologist, 
surfer and artist, he fights 
against plastic pollution 
by remarkable expeditions 
and innovative campaigns, 
always aiming to reduce 
the plastic problem. He is 
number 85 of the top 100 
most sustainable Dutch 
and is currently working 
on a new documentary 
on plastics in society. The 
surfboards he uses for this 
expedition are made from 
recycled plastic litter, de-
signed to be statements by 
themselves.

He is the founder of the 
Plastic Free Sea founda-
tion. The goal of this of 
foundation is raising the general awareness about 
the dangers and consequences of plastic in the 
oceans. They achieve this goal trough a variety of 
projects involving the recycling of plastic litter. 
One of the most recent projects is the launch of an 
app to promote picking up litter in the environment.



Become a LOBSTER
The Landelijk Overleg BiologieStudenten is a nation-
al gathering of biology students from both univer-
isties and applied sciences. All local biology study 
associations are represented during the monthly 
meetings in Utrecht were we discuss higher biology 
education on a national level. LOBS aims to be an 
active party in the national biology student com-
munity. Therefore we organise a yearly Master in-
formation day, hosting all biology and bioscience 
related master programs (18 January 2019). Since 
2015 we also organise the NCBS to offer biology stu-
dents a platform to present and network. LOBS is al-
ways looking for motivated and interested students 
to join our monthly meetings and/or committees.



Group of enthusiastic students from Dutch universities with biology related education.
Monthly open meetings about subjects related to education. 
Organizers of the National Conference Biology Students (NCBS) and Masterday BioSciences.
Do you want to know more? Go to www.lobs.eu or send an e-mail to contact@lobs.eu! 

Do you want to discuss your education on a 
National level?

Do you have cool ideas to improve your
education or do you have other study-related

questions?



Column-estafette
Jaarlijks biedt Bionieuws biologie-
studenten de mogelijkheid een co-
lumn in te sturen. 8x per jaar wor-
den de beste columns geplaatst in 
het Nederlandse vakblad voor 
biologen Bionieuws. Columns wor-
den ingestuurd naar de studiever-
enigingen en per opleiding wordt 
er een winnaar gekozen door 
de Bionieuws redactie. Aan het 
einde van het jaar wordt er één 
top-winnaar uit alle gepubliceer-
de columns gekozen. Vanavond 
wordt deze, voorafgaand aan de 
Darwin-ceremonie bekend gemaakt door hoofdre-
dacteur Gert van Maanen. Lees alle gepubliceerde 
columns na in de foyer tijdens de pauzes!

Gert van Maanen,
hoofdredacteur Bionieuws



Sustainable business: 
one of Royal Burgers’ Zoo’s spearheads

Every year since the Dutch tourism and recreation-
al sector established Green Key in the Netherlands 
in 2004, Royal Burgers’ Zoo has been awarded the 
golden gradation of the international eco-label.

This internationally recognised eco-label is award-
ed to companies that operate in an environmen-
tally friendly and sustainable manner. The extent 
to which optional standards are met determines 
whether a company may carry the bronze, silver or 
golden gradation.

Burgers’ Zoo is also one of the main sponsors of the 
Future for Nature Foundation, which annually re-
wards three young, talented nature conservation-
ists with the Future For Nature Award and a sum 
of 50,000 euros per winner. Moreover, for almost 
thirty years now, the Arnhem zoo, together with 
the Swiss butterfly park Papiliorama Zoo, has been 
protecting a nature reserve in Belize of more than 
six times the surface area of the Dutch National 
Park De Hoge Veluwe.

For more information on Burgers’ Zoo sustainabili-
ty policy go to

w w w.burgerszoo.com/about-
burgers-zoo/sustainability/



Sponsors


